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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

AMENITIES AND TOURISM COMMITTEE – 7th June 2017 at 7.00pm

Present: Cllr A Peacock (Chairman)
Cllr Mrs Mainstone  (Vice Chairman)
Cllr Mrs Mockford (Town Mayor)  
Councillors Mrs Belsey, Dabell, Favor, Mockford, Osborne 
Sweatman, Wyan

Officers in Attendance:  The Town Clerk & Town Promotions Manager
One member of the public

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed all to the first meeting for 2017/2018 of 
the Amenities & Tourism Committee especially Cllrs Osborne & Favor, who were new to the 
Committee.

45 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

It was clarified that the items 9 &10 on the agenda did apply to 2018 and this was not 
an error. 

46 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from the Deputy Mayor, Cllr Whittaker, who was on holiday.

47 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no new declarations of interest.

48 MINUTES

RESOLVED: The Chairman was authorised to sign the minutes for   
16th March 2017 & 8th May 2016 as a true record of 
those meetings.

49 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman advised that there were none to make.

50 TOWN PROMOTIONS REPORT

The Chairman introduced Mrs Spalding and her report on Town Promotions.  He 
highlighted the Flying Scotsman visit to the Bluebell Railway, The Station Artwork 
project and the East Court Live first concert had taken place very successfully. He 
noted that the flag had been flown at half-mast and there had been a minute’s
applause in recognition of the victims and emergency services response to the recent 
atrocities in London and Manchester. 

The Vice Chairman echoed the Chairman’s comments as to the success of the East 
Court Live concert, thanked all who had helped as staff, Council or volunteers and 
noted the success of the Town Mayors Charity collection. She further commented 
that the presence of the Police had added a feeling of reassurance.    
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The town action group litter pickers were thanked and Officers highlighted the 
Sussex 4x4 help and that the parking could only be used if the weather remained dry 
enough not to affect the field. 

In answer to questions it was clarified that the local businesses had not seemed to 
have been interested in promotions and offers to tie in with the Flying Scotsman visit, 
despite Officers attempts to secure these.   

The report was noted 

51 ESTATE MANAGERS & COMMUNITY SERVICES REPORT

The Chair highlighted the glass pyramid is booked for October, the defibrillator has 
been affixed to the public toilets and the tender is being put together for the public 
toilets upgrade.   It was noted that the QVH have left the Council but SECAMB have 
come in to replace them as a hirer. The Queens Road Cemetery path has been 
rediscovered following the hire of the diggers for two days. 
The Chairman asked for views on how to take forward the table and chairs as no 
quote has come forward.  It was suggested that there may be a firm in Worthing who 
could be approached for a further quote.  It was also advised that as Mid Sussex 
were replacing some furnishings these may be available or a joint purchase may be 
made with MSDC’s supplier.  

RESOLVED:  Officers to ask for a quote from the firm in Worthing and 
report back.  

The Committee noted the delegated decision as to the emergency wall repairs.

In response to a question as to the cars that park on the top of the drive, the Clerk 
advised some were workers and residents but on a Wednesday there are a club 
that meet at Chequer Mead and they park on the East Court Drive, when the drive 
is registered in the Councils name this will be reconsidered. 

It was mentioned that the Town Clock needed rethinking as it had broken again and 
clearly was expensive to keep repairing.  A permanent solution to change the clock 
from relying on the old mechanism (to digital or battery) may need to be looked at.  

52 BURIAL SERVICES

The report was noted.

53 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

The report was noted.

54 NOVEMBER 2018 – Beacon Lighting

The Chairman introduced the report and the committee discussed how the beacon 
lighting could be incorporated in to the ceremony on armistice day 2018 to avoid the 
need for a second trip out potentially in the cold and dark for the public.  It was 
suggested that if the live lighting were incorporated in to the East Court Ceremony 
this would be appropriate. 
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RESOLVED: to incorporate the live lighting in to the ceremony at East Court 
prior to the High Street parade and service.      

55 MID SUSSEX MARATHON 2017

The report was noted with the Vice Chair advising that it had been a great success 
with growing numbers and a very established event.  It was noted that the marshals 
had been once again supplemented by the Church of Scientology at quite late notice. 
It was also noted that unlike the other towns there was little involvement from the 
local athletics club, which was unfortunate.     

56 Lions 50th Anniversary

The report was noted.

57 DELEGATED DECISIONS

The report was noted. 

58 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There being no further business the meeting concluded at 7.57pm.

SIGNED:

CHAIRMAN


